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HEAD OF DELEGATION OF THE PHILIPPINES
His Exellency, Speaker MarzukiAlie, President of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA), 
Leaders from the ASEAN Parliaments, 
Distinguished Observers, Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen.

I bring with me the greetings of the Speaker of our House of Representatives, Hon. Feliciano Belmonte, Jr.
It is with great honor to be part of this memorable event – this gathering of parliamentarians and leaders from the ASEAN member nations – to fulfil our commitments to the ASEAN people towards a common goal of strengthening ASEAN cooperation and partnership for development and friendship.
OUR HARD EARNED GAINS
Setting up an ASEAN Inter parliamentary cooperation to address many of our shared socio-economic and political problems was a formidable task but with the support of different parliaments through AIPA, we attained and continue to attain the goals of ASEAN.  The economic gains of the ASEAN countries have been remarkable in recent years and the region’s performance in the global economic picture has been a stand-out.  The robust economic performance is cause for celebration.  In 2012, the International Monetary fund (IMF) projected that the gross domestic product (GDP) of the ASEAN 5 (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam) will grow by 5.4%, the fastest among regional blocs.
The ASEAN also continues to be one of the most attractive destinations for foreign direct investments (FDIs). These gains in trade and investments have continually supported employment opportunities and wealth-creation among the ASEAN people. Thus, the poverty situation in Southeast Asia has dramatically been reduced, and is on track with our Millennium Development Goals.

However, challenges remain and in today’s General Assembly, we seek to exchange knowledge and propose appropriate and timely solutions to issues relating to poverty reduction, sustainable development and environmental protection, disaster risk reduction, Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) development, and women empowerment.

SME DEVELOPMENT
The role of SMEs in attaining sustainable economic development cannot be overemphasized.  The SMEs are key drivers to ASEAN’s economic resilience in the face of the ongoing global economic slowdown. We hope that this General Assembly would prioritize strategies towards SME development.  We should further advance reforms so that SMEs can have better access to technology, financing and global marketing.
TOWARDS THE ASEAN COMMUNITY IN 2012 – IMPROVING PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATIONIMPROVING PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATION
The strength of the ASEAN emanates from the roots of the society, and as the people’s representatives, we are bearers of this important mission in bringing into the ASEAN development agenda, the wishes and aspirations of our constituencies.  The stronger partnership between ASEAN and AIPA over the years, has advocated for regional reforms and policies that reflect the voices and demands of our people.  We have done this by fostering participatory governance, and engaging our people through the civil society, academe and research institutions, and the private and business sectors.
TERRITORIAL DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

In order to ensure lasting peace and stability in the region, it is indeed imperative that we contribute meaningfully to finding a diplomatic solution to the territorial dispute in the West Philippine Sea. We wish to assure our fellow parliamentarians that the Philippines is committed to a peaceful and rules based resolution of the territorial dispute.  AIPA is in a position to support and create the environment for the early conclusion of a legally binding agreement that will govern the conduct of parties in the disputed territory.  Such agreement should be consistent with the principles of international law, including the United Nations Convention on the Laws of the Sea (UNCLOS).  We espouse continued bi-lateral and multilateral negotiations to achieve this goal.
MOVING TOWARDS THE ASEAN COMMUNITY

The steps we have made so far reflect our profound commitment in creating and supporting the ASEAN COMMUNITY in 2015 that will bind the people of Southeast Asia in achieving stronger economic, social and cultural development.  We hope to be able to champion and catalyze reforms that would contribute in making the ASEAN region stronger and peaceful, and thus be an economic force in the global community that will translate into tangible benefits and improvement of the quality of lives of the ASEAN people.

MARAMING SALAMAT PO AT MABUHAY PO TAYONG LAHAT!
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